
Ellen DeGeneres outs herself, making her the first openly gay woman with her own sitcom

A massive earthquake in Indonesia triggers a tsunami, killing an estimated 230,000

our third decade

1996

1997

1998

1999

2000

2004

2002

2001

2003

2005

2006

Dolly the Sheep becomes the first mammal cloned from an adult somatic cell 

Tupac Shakur is fatally shot after leaving a boxing event in Las Vegas

“Titanic” opens in theatres, becoming the most expensive movie ever made at the time

Madeleine Albright is appointed as the first female United States Secretary of State

The final Peanuts comic strip is published following creator Charles M. Schulz’s death

The US experiences its worst terrorist attack when The World Trade Center Towers, the Pentagon, and Flight 93 are 
attacked by al Qaeda; thousands are killed, to include firemen, police officers, civilians, military personnel, all flight 
personnel, and paramedics

The Department of Homeland Security is created

Space shuttle Columbia disintegrates as it returns to earth, killing the seven astronauts on board

Google is formally incorporated by the developers while working out of a friend’s garage

The legendary Frank Sinatra dies of a heart attack at age 82 in Los Angeles

Exxon announces a $80Billion deal to buy Mobil, thus creating ExxonMobile

20  6

Congress passes the Welfare Reform Act

Princess Diana is killed in an automobile accident in Paris

Mars Pathfinder lands a base station with a roving probe on Mars

The world awaits the consequences of the Y2K bug

Two students open fire at Columbine High School in Littleton, CO, killing 13 people and themselves

Woodstock ‘99 kicks off in Rome, NY

Six-year-old Elián González returns to Cuba, ending a long political custody battle

George W. Bush is elected as the 43rd President of the United States

Kelly Clarkson wins the first season of American Idol

The No Child Left Behind Act is signed into law

Arnold Schwarzenegger is elected Governor of California

The reign of Saddam Hussein ends when he is captured by the American military

The World War II Memorial is dedicated in Washington, DC

“The Curse of the Bambino” ends when the Red Sox win their first World Series since 1918

Facebook launches as a website open only to college students

Hurricane Katrina wreaks deadly havoc and destruction on the US Gulf Coast

YouTube is created by three former PayPal employees

The Kyoto Protocol goes into effect in an effort to reduce greenhouse gases

Rosa Parks passes away, 50 years after refusing to surrender her seat in Alabama

WHGA wins their first contract with the National Zoo, beginning a decades-
long relationship with the Smithsonian

Notable Projects	 Embassy Suites Hotel (Fairfax County, VA)
Homewood Suites Hotel (Fairfax County, VA)
Fort Belvoir IDIQ Contract

Notable Projects	 Brambleton Rezoning (Loudoun County, VA)
Leesburg Corner Premium Outlets (Loudoun County, VA)
The Campus at Dulles Tech Center (Fairfax County, VA)

WHGA purchases their first GPS surveying units

Hank Gordon is reappointed to the VA APELSLA Board by Governor George Allen

WHGA completes survey for renovations of the Washington Monument

Notable Projects	 River Creek Club -  (Loudoun County, VA)
Heritage Hunt Golf Course Community (Prince William County, VA)

Notable Projects	 NVCC Medical Education Campus (Fairfax County, VA)
Dulles Town Crossing (Loudoun County, VA)

Notable Projects	 Shirlington Library (Arlington County, VA)
Wolf Trap Foundation Center for Education (Fairfax County, VA)
Strasburg Recreational Master Plan (Shenandoah County, VA)
Creighton Farms (Loudoun County, VA)

WHGA creates Site Security Consulting Group

WHGA opens Charles Town, WV, office branch

Notable Projects	 Loudoun County Public Safety Center (Loudoun County, VA)
Arlington Trades Center (Arlington County, VA)
Moore Cadillac of Chantilly (Fairfax County, VA)

WHGA purchases its first robotic survey equipment

Mid-Atlantic Utility Locating, LLC, (MAUL) is established as a WHGA-affiliated company

Notable Projects	 GMU Research Building (Fairfax County, VA)
Capital One Campus (Fairfax County, VA)
NVCC Academic Building (Fairfax County, VA)

Notable Projects	 Windermere Residential Development (Berkeley/Jefferson Counties, WV)
World Bank (Washington, DC)

Notable Projects	 One Loudoun (Loudoun County, VA)
Smithsonian National Zoo - Asia Trail (Washington, DC)
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The US invades Afghanistan in response to the attacks, starting a 13-year war 

LinkedIn, a professional-based social media platform, is launched

www.gordon.us.com

