
our first decade

1976

1977

1978

1979

1980

1984

1982

1981

1983

1985

1986

William H. Gordon Associates (WHGA) is founded as a civil 
engineering firm by William “Hank” Gordon with 2 employees

First office opens at 11480 Sunset Hills Road in Reston, VA

WHGA is awarded its first project providing engineering services for 
Gallows Estates (Residential subdivision)

Jimmy Carter is elected President

The first 4.6 miles of the Washington Metro Subway system opens

U.S. celebrates its bicentennial

The world’s first VCR is released

WHGA holds its first company picnic at Algonkian Regional Park

Hank Gordon purchases first company cell phone for $2500

Notable Projects Tysons Corner Marriott (Fairfax County, VA)
      Lake Fairfax Business Park (Fairfax County, VA)
      Jefferson District Park (Fairfax County, VA) 

Elvis Presley dies in Memphis, TN

U.S. Department of Energy is created

NASA shuttle makes its first test flight on back of jet liner

WHGA is officially incorporated

Notable Projects Pohick Estates Park (Fairfax County, VA)
      St. Bernadette’s Church (Fairfax County, VA)
      Bowman Green (Reston, VA)

Polish Cardinal Karol Wojtyla elected Pope Saint John Paul II

Louise Joy Brown becomes first human born by in vitro fertilization

The first legal casino in the eastern U.S. opens in Atlantic City, NJ

Double Eagle II becomes the first hot air balloon to cross the Atlantic Ocean (137 hour flight)

WHGA purchases its first computer

Notable Projects National Business Education Association (Reston, VA)
      CIA Reston Office

U.S. Embassy in Iran is stormed by Iranian students, beginning the Iranian hostage crisis

ESPN, America’s first 24-hour sports network, airs

China implements the “One Child Policy” after registering as the first country with a population of 1 billion

Mother Teresa is awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for work undertaken in the struggle to overcome poverty & distress in India

Notable Projects Hampton Hills Subdivision (Reston,VA)
      Berryland Farm (Fairfax County, VA)
      Tech Park (Reston,VA)

 976 1986

WHGA moves its office to Commerce Park Drive in Reston, VA

Notable Projects Fairfax Knolls Subdivision (Fairfax County, VA)
      Pepsi Industrial Park (Chantilly, VA)

Work begins on Woodland Park as an industrial office park

Notable Projects Harbor Point (Reston, VA)
      Lorton Debris Landfill - 248 acres (Lorton, VA)
      Cascades Center (Reston, VA)

WHGA begins offering surveying services and purchases its first survey total station

Notable Projects Reston Community Center (Reston, VA)
      The Branches Office Park (Reston, VA)
      Pohick Golf Course driving range improvements (Lorton, VA)

Design of future WHGA HQ site begins at 1806 Robert Fulton Drive

Notable Projects Civil and survey work for MWAA at Washington Dulles International Airport
      Pender Business Park surveying (Fairfax, VA)
      Hidden Lane Landfill (Fairfax County, VA)
      Campus Commons (Reston, VA)

Construction of new WHGA HQ begins at 1806 Robert Fulton Drive

Notable Projects Leigh Corner Historic Renovation (Fairfax County, VA)
      Defense Mapping Agency (Reston, VA)
      Fairgate at Ballston (Arlington, VA)
      Kawar/CIT Rezoning (Loudoun and Fairfax Counties, VA)
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Ronald Reagan is elected President

Mount St. Helens erupts in Washington state, killing 57

Voyager I reaches Saturn, returning data on its 14 moons as well as its more than 1,000 rings

John Lennon of the Beatles is fatally shot in New York City

IBM introduces the first personal computer using the Microsoft Disk Operating System (DOS)

Sandra Day O’Connor takes her seat as the first female Justice of the Supreme Court

The channel MTV (Music Television) launches; “Video Killed the Radio Star” is the first music video aired

Michael Jackson’s album “Thriller” becomes the biggest selling album of the time at 25 million copies

The first U.S. execution by lethal injection is carried out in Texas

A permanent artificial heart is implanted in a human for the first time at University of Utah Medical Center

Groundbreaking for the Vietnam Memorial is held in Washington, DC

Vanessa Williams becomes the first African American woman to be crowned Miss America

HIV is discovered by French virologist Luc Antoine Montagnier

The Washington Redskins win their first Super Bowl against the Miami Dolphins, 27-17

Sally Ride becomes the first woman in space aboard the Challenger

“Ghostbusters” is released in theatres

Apple introduces the user-friendly Macintosh personal computer

The Vatican and Italy agree to end Roman Catholicism as the state religion

The sunken Titanic is discovered by oceanographer Robert Ballard and National Geographic photographer Emory Kristof

Mikhail Gorbachev becomes the new Soviet leader following Chernenko’s death

British scientists report an enormous hole in the earth’s ozone layer over Antarctica
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http://www.gordon.us.com

